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1. Abstract

This is a copy of the proposal for an MOU based Protocol Supporting
Organi zation that was submtted to | CANN on April 23, 1999.

2. Cover Letter

This is a copy of the cover letter that was used to submit the draft
to | CANN.

Dear Est her,

Encl osed please find a description of a proposed Protoco
Support Organi zation (PSO for | CANN s consideration. This
description is purposefully infornmal as it is neant to be a basis for
di scussion and not a final formal |egal document.

Thi s proposal was devel oped primarily by using the open
I nt ernet Engi neering Task Force (I ETF) poisson working group mailing
list to discuss successive versions of the proposal. In addition the
proposal has benefited from extensive discussion within the | ETF s
Internet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG and Internet Architecture
Board (1 AB). The proposal also benefited from extended di scussions
with representatives of the International Tel ecomruni cati on Union
(ITYU) and the Wrld Wde Wb Consortium (WBC)

| look forward to | CANN' s eval uation of this proposal and am

al so | ooking forward to the MOU devel opment nmeeting noted in section
1.c of the proposal.

Br adner | nf or mati onal [ Page 1]



RFC 2690 | CANN PSO Proposal Sept ember 1999

Thanks
Scot t
3. Proposal for a MOU based PSO
| CANN Pr ot ocol Supporting Organization
1. Definition of the PSO
a. Purpose.

The Protocol Support Organization (PSO will be a consensus-
based advi sory body within the | CANN franmework.

b. Conponents.

The PSO will establish a "Protocol Council" and host an annual
open neeting (known as the "General Assenbly" (described
bel ow)) .

c. Creation through a Menorandum of Under st andi ng.

Arrangenents regarding the PSO are to be reflected in a
Menor andum of Under standi ng (MOU) anong | CANN and a group of
open international Internet related standards devel oprment
organi zations (SDOs). SDOs must satisfy a set of objective
criteria before they can be considered for nmenbership. (see
Appendi x A) After I CANN has accepted a proposal for an | CANN
PSO, including the SDO criteria, a neeting, open to all SDGCs
that believe they neet the criteria, will be held to devel op
t he MOU.

Al'l existing MOU signatories nust agree to the adm ssion of new
signatories. Rejected applicants can appeal to the | CANN Board
where a 2/3rds majority can override such a rejection if the
board finds the SDO neets the criteria.
2. The Protocol Counci l
a. Menbers

The Protocol Council will have up to [12] individual nenbers
sel ected by the SDO signatories of the MU (see bel ow)
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Term

The term of Protocol Council nenmbers will be 2 years. Renoval
wi Il be pursuant to procedures established through the MOU.
(Initial terns will be 1 and 2 years to provide initial
conditions for staggered terns.)

Power s/ Duti es of the Protocol Council
[ Appoi ntment of | CANN Directors

The Protocol Council will nomnate 3 Directors to the | CANN
Board (By-laws, Art. V, Sec. 4(iii)). The initial directors
woul d have ternms of 1, 2 and 3 years (By-laws, Art. V, Sec.
9(d)

The Protocol Council will conduct an open call for

nom nati ons for any open PSO seats on the | CANN board. Each
SDO signhatory to the MOU is entitled to nomi nate candi dates
by procedures of its own choosing. Additionally,

nom nations fromthe public at |arge should be all owed
under conditions to be defined by the Protocol Council.

The Protocol Council will select the PSO nom nees to the
| CANN board from anong t hese nomi nees by a neans of its own
choosi ng.

ii Qualifications of ICANN Directors

No nore than 2 PSO - nonminated Directors nay conme fromthe
sanme geographi c region.

iii Role of ICANN Directors

The Directors appointed by the Protocol Council wll not
represent the PSO on the Board, but will function as full
Directors of ICANN. (By-laws, Art. V, Sec. 8)

iv Advisory Role

The Protocol Council will advise the Board of | CANN on
matters referred to the Protocol Council by the | CANN
Board. As per the I CANN By-laws, only matters relating to
the assignnment of paranmeters for Internet protocols would
be so referred.
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Pol i cy Devel opnent

In the tradition of the Internet, standards devel oprment
policies and conflict resolution mechanisns should be created
by those institutions nost directly involved, w thout undue
interference fromcentralized bodi es.

The | CANN By-laws vest in the PSO the primary responsibility
for devel opi ng and reconmendi ng substantive policies in the
area of protocol parameter assignnent. The PSOis comitted to
the proposition that policies for paranmeter assignnents for
particul ar protocols are the responsibility of the individua
SDO t hat devel oped the protocol. The Protocol Council wll be
avai | abl e as needed by the SDOs to devel op policies and
procedures for conflict resolution between SDOs. (By-Iaws, New
Art. VI, Sec. 2(b)). Any policies nust be adopted by consensus
of all SDOs. The I CANN Board of Directors will take no

addi tion action regardi ng di sputes between SDOs related to
protocol assignnent or registration

3. Annual Open Meeting (CGeneral Assenbly)

a.

Br adner

Hosting an open neeting

The Protocol Council will periodically host an open neeting
("General Assenbly") for pronoting discussion and receiving
i nput regarding the work of the PSO A General Assenbly neeting

will be held at | east once per year, and will permt open
participation by all interested individuals.
The annual open neeting will be held in conjunction with a

nmaj or neeting of one of the SDOs that have signed the MOU
(with an effort to hold no 2 consecutive neetings in the sane
geogr aphi c region.

It is expected that the najor SDCs within the Internet protoco
st andards devel opnent community will provide the constituency
of the General Assenbly.

Sel ection of Protocol Council Menbers

Prior to the annual open neeting, the Protocol Council shal

nake an open call for nomi nations to the upcom ng vacancies in
the Protocol Council. Each SDO signatory to the PSO MOU wi |l be
entitled to nake nomi nations for sone or all of the vacant

seats by a procedure of its own choosing. In the event that
there are nore nom nees than vacancies, an election will be
hel d in which each SDO signatory to the PSO MOU has equal votes.
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Prot ocol Council Menbers should fairly represent, to the extent

reasonabl e, all constituencies within the nmenber SDOCs,

i ncluding the major technical areas and geographical regions.
4. Open Proceedi ngs and Documents

a. Communi cati ons between | CANN and the PSO

Al'l communi cati ons between | CANN and the PSO will be nade
public on the PSO web site. In the event that | CANN requests
that a communi cati on be kept confidential, the PSO will honor

this request for a fixed period of tine not to exceed one year,
and then make the communi cation public.

b. PSO Proceedi ngs

Al'l discussions of PSO business will be conducted on a
publicly-archived nailing |ist accessible through the PSO web
site. The schedule for the PSO neetings will be posted 90 days
i n advance of the neeting date. The agenda for the Protocol
Council and annual open neetings will be posted on the PSO web
site at |least 30 days before the meetings. The minutes from
all PSO nmeetings will be publicly posted on the PSO web site
within 30 days of the neeting.

5. Review of MU
The MOU signatories will periodically reviewthe results and
consequences of their cooperation under the MOU. Wen appropriate,
the signatories will consider the need for inmprovenents in the MU
and nake suitable proposals for nodi fying and updating the
arrangenents and scope of the MOU.

6. Recognition

ICANN wi || officially recognize the PSO described in this neno as
the PSO under the | CANN By-laws Art. 6, Sec. 3.
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Appendi x A - requirenments for consideration as a PSO qualified SDO

SDCs must be open, international, voluntary technical standard and
techni cal specification devel opment organi zati ons which

1) Devel op standards and/or specifications for use over the public
I nternet.

2) Can denonstrate active nmenbership in the | P-rel ated standards
and/ or specification devel opnent process of nore than 1000
i ndi viduals, if individual menberships are used by the
organi zation, or 100 conpanies, if corporate nenberships are
used by the organization

3) Has been in operation for 3 or nore years at the tine of their
appl i cati on.

4) Can denonstrate that there is significant deploynent of its
standards on the Internet.

5) The significant protocols controlled by the organization can be
i mpl enented wi thout paying a licensing fee to the organization

Open international voluntary standards bodi es are defined as
i nternational organizations that plan, devel op or establish
vol untary standards.

An organi zation shall be considered open and international if its
standards and/or specifications devel opnment process is open to any
person or organization of any nationality on equitable terns. It
shal | be considered voluntary if it nmakes no claimto conpel use
of its standards and specifications.

In either case, to be considered as 'international’, the voting
(or other "full") menbership nmust include individuals or conpanies
primarily located in at |east three different regions and at |east
two different countries within each of those regions.

Br adner I nf or mati onal [ Page 6]



RFC 2690 | CANN PSO Proposal Sept ember 1999

4. Security Considerations

This type of non-protocol docunent does not directly effect the
security of the Internet.

5. Editor’s Address

Scott Bradner

Harvard University
1350 Mass Ave, rm 876
Canbri dge, MA

02138

USA

Phone: +1 617 495 3864
EMai | : sob@arvard. edu

Br adner I nf or mati onal [ Page 7]



RFC 2690 | CANN PSO Proposal Sept ember 1999

6. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C The Internet Society (1999). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
ot hers, and derivative works that conment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist inits inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into |anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORVATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE
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