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Status of this Meno
This menmo provides information for the Internet community. It does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

Copyri ght Notice
Copyright (C The Internet Society (1998). Al Rights Reserved.

Abst r act
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) is a style sheet |anguage for the Wrld
Wde Web. CSS style sheets have been in use since Cctober 1995 using
the Media Type text/css without registration; this menp seeks to
regul ari ze that position

1. Introduction
The Worl d Wde Web Consortium has i ssued a Recormendati on [1], which
defines Cascading Style Sheets, level 1. This neno provides
i nformati on about the text/css Media Type.

2. Cascading Style Sheets
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) is a style sheet |anguage for the Wrld
Wde Web. It describes the presentation (e.g. fonts, colors and
spaci ng) of structured docunents. CSS is human readable and witable,
and expresses style in conmon desktop publishing termn nol ogy.
CSS styl e sheets have been in use since Cctober 1995 using the Media
Type text/css without registration; this nmeno seeks to regul arize
that position.

A CSS styl e sheet can be either:
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(1) external - the style sheet is linked to a docurment through a
URI and exists as a separate object on the Wb. The nedia type
text/css is used when fetching the object, for exanple in the
Cont ent - Type and Accept header fields of HITP [2].

(2) internal - the style sheet is contained within the docunent. A
typical scenario is an HTM. [3] docunent that contains a style
sheet within the STYLE elenment. Due to this close relationship
HTML and CSS share the sane top-level name ("text").

4. Registration Information

To: ietf-types@ana.org
Subj ect: Registration of MM nedia type text/css

M ME nedia type nane: text
M ME subtype nane: css
Requi red parameters: none
Optional parameters: charset
The syntax of CSS is expressed in US-ASCIl, but a CSS file can
contain strings which may use any Unicode character. Any charset
that is a superset of US-ASCI|I may be used; US-ASCII, iso-8859-X
and utf-8 are recomended.

Encodi ng consi derati ons:
For use with transports that are not 8-bit clean, quoted-
printable encoding is reconmended since the najority of
characters will be CSS syntax and thus US-ASCl

Security considerations:
Applying a style sheet to a docunent nay hide information
ot herwi se visible. For exanple, a very small font size may be
specified, or the display of certain docunent elenments may be

turned off.

CSS style sheets consist of declarative property/value pairs
assigned to el enent selectors. They contain no executabl e code.

As with HTML documents, CSS style sheets may contain links to

ot her medi a (i mages, sounds, fonts, other style sheets) and those
links are typically foll owed automatically by software, resulting

Lie, et. al. I nf or mati onal [ Page 2]



RFC 2318 text/css Media Type March 1998

in the transfer of files without the explicit request of the user
for each one. The security considerations of each linked file are
those of the individual registered types.

Interoperability considerations:

CSS has proven to be w dely interoperabl e across conputer
pl at forms, across Wb browsers of different nakes, and for inport
and export in multiple authoring tools.

Publ i shed specification: see [1]

Applications which use this nmedia type

CSS is device-, platform and vendor-neutral and is supported by
a wi de range of Wb user agents and authoring tools for
formatting HTML and XML docunents.
Addi tional information:
Magi ¢ nunber (s): none
File extension(s): .css
Maci ntosh File Type Code(s): "css "
oject ldentifier(s) or AOD(s): none

Person & enmil address to contact for further information:
The authors of this meno.

I nt ended usage: COVMON

Aut hor/ Change control |l er
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7.

Ful | Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C The Internet Society (1998). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
ot hers, and derivative works that conment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist inits inplnmentation nmay be prepared, copied, published and
distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any kind,
provi ded that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are

i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng Internet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into |anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORVATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE. "
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