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Abst r act

Thi s docunent defines a value of "application" for the vCard KIND
property so that vCards can be used to represent software
applications.

Status of This Meno
This is an Internet Standards Track docunent.

Thi s docunent is a product of the Internet Engineering Task Force
(IETF). It represents the consensus of the IETF community. It has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
Internet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG. Further infornmation on
Internet Standards is available in Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformati on about the current status of this document, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it may be obtained at
http://ww.rfc-editor.org/info/rfc6473

Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2011 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the I ETF Trust’'s Lega
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1. Introduction

Version 4 of the vCard specification [ RFC6350] defines a new KIND
property to specify the type of entity that a vCard represents.
During its work on the base vCard4 specification, the VCARDDAV

Wor ki ng Group defined values of "individual", "organization",
"group", and "location" for the KIND property. The working group
consi dered but then renoved a value of "thing" to represent any type
of physical entity, machine, software application, etc., with the
expectation that such a value m ght be defined in a vCard extension
Thi s docunent does not define a generic "thing" value but instead
defines a nore narrow "application" value so that vCards can be used
to represent software applications.

2.  Meaning

VWen the KIND property has a value of "application", the vCard
represents a software application such as a server, an online service
(e.g., a chat roon), or an automated software bot. More formally, an
"application" is functionally equivalent to the 'applicationProcess’
obj ect class used in the Lightweight Directory Access Protoco

[ RFC4519] as derived fromthe Open Systems |nterconnection node

[ X.521] [X.200]. As one exanple of the "application"” KIND, vCards
are currently used in the Extensi ble Messagi ng and Presence Protoco

[ RFC6120] to represent instant nessagi ng servers that are depl oyed on
t he network.

The properties included in an application’s vCard apply to one of the
fol | owi ng:

o The application itself (e.g., the FN property m ght represent the
friendly nane of an application service, the URL property night
represent a website that contains further information about the
service, and the ADR, GEQ, and TZ properties m ght represent the
physi cal address, geographical |ocation, and tine zone of the
machi ne where the service is hosted).
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0 An organization or person that nakes the application avail able on
the network (e.g., the LOGO property night represent the corporate
| ogo of a service provider).

o A person or role that maintains the application (e.g., the TEL
EMAIL, and | MPP properties mght represent ways to contact a
server adnministrator).

When a property represents sone aspect of the application itself, it
makes no sense to include the "work" and "hone" val ues of the TYPE
par amet er since software applications do not have work places and
personal lives (see the definition of the TYPE paranmeter in Section
5.6 of [RFC6350]). When a property represents information about an
i ndi vidual associated with the application (e.g., an individua
service administrator as opposed to a generic service adm nistrator
rol e or an associ ated organi zation), inclusion of the "work" and
"home" val ues can be appropriate.

The foll owi ng base properties nake sense for vCards that represent
software applications (this list is not exhaustive, and other
properties mght be applicable as well):

ADR
EMAI L
FN
GEO

| MPP
KEY
KI ND
LANG
LOGO
NOTE
ORG
PHOTO
REV
SQURCE
TEL
TZ
URL

OO0OO0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0OO0OO0OO

Al though it mght be desirable to define a nore fine-grained taxonony
of applications (e.g., a KIND of "application" with a subtype of
"server" or "IMserver"), such a taxonony is out of the scope of this
document .
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3.

Exanpl e

The foll owi ng exanpl e of an Extensible Messagi ng and Presence
Protocol (XMPP) server is borrowed from [ XEP-0292]. The XM
representation of the vCard is described in [ RFC6351], which allows
for the use of the new "application"” value using the "iana-token"
production defined in [ RFC6350] .

<vcard xm ns="urn:ietf:parans: xm :ns:vcard-4.0">
<f n><t ext >j abber.org | M servi ce</text></fn>
<url ><uri>http://ww.jabber.org/</uri></url>
<l ang>
<par amet er s><pr ef ><i nt eger >1</ i nt eger ></ pr ef ></ par anet er s>
<l anguage- t ag>en</ | anguage-t ag>
</l ang>
<emai | ><t ext >xnpp@ abber . or g</t ext ></ enmai | >
<i npp><uri >xnpp: j abber. org</uri ></i mpp>
<l ogo><uri >http://ww. j abber. org/i mages/| ogo. png</uri ></1 ogo>
<geo><uri >geo: 42. 25, - 91. 05</ uri ></ geo>
<t z><t ext >Areri ca/ Chi cago</text></tz>
<sour ce><uri >xnpp: j abber. org?vcard</uri ></source>
<rev><timest anp>19990104T122100Z</ ti mest anp></rev>
<ki nd><t ext >appl i cati on</t ext ></ ki nd>
</vcard>

| ANA Consi derati ons
| ANA has added "application" to the registry of property values for
vCard4. 1In conformance with Section 10.2.6 of [RFC6350], the
registration is as follows, where the reference is to RFC 6473.
Val ue: application
Purpose: The entity represented by the vCard is a software
application (e.g., a server, an online service such as a chat
room or an automated software bot).
Conformance: This value can be used with the KIND property.
Exampl e: See Section 3 of RFC 6473.
Security Considerations
Use of vCards to represent software applications is not envisioned to

i ntroduce security considerations beyond those specified for vCards
in general as described in [RFC6350].

Sai nt - Andre St andards Track [ Page 4]



RFC 6473 vCard Kl ND: application December 2011

6. Acknow edgenents

Thanks to Cyrus Daboo, Barry Lei ba, Kepeng Li, and Sinon Perreault
for their feedback.

7. References
7.1. Nornmtive References

[ RFC6350] Perreault, S., "vCard Format Specification", RFC 6350,
August 2011.

7.2. Informative References
[ RFC4519] Sci berras, A, "Lightweight Directory Access Protocol
(LDAP): Schenma for User Applications", RFC 4519,
June 2006.

[ RFC6120] Sai nt-Andre, P., "Extensible Messagi ng and Presence
Protocol (XMPP): Core", RFC 6120, March 2011.

[ RFC6351] Perreault, S., "xCard: vCard XM. Representation",
RFC 6351, August 2011.

[ X. 200] I nternational Tel ecomunications Union, "Information
Technol ogy - Open Systens |nterconnection - Basic
Ref erence Mbdel: The Basic Mdel", | TU- T Recomrendati on
X. 200, 1SO Standard 7498-1, July 1994,

[ X. 521] I nternational Tel ecomunications Union, "Infornmation
Technol ogy - Open Systens |nterconnection - The
Directory: Selected Object Casses", |ITU T Reconmendati on

X. 521, 1SO Standard 9594-7, Novenber 2008.

[ XEP-0292] Saint-Andre, P. and S. M zzi, "vCard4 over XMPP", XSF
XEP 0292, Cctober 2011.

Aut hor’ s Address

Pet er Sai nt-Andre

Ci sco

1899 Wnkoop Street, Suite 600
Denver, CO 80202

USA

Phone: +1-303-308-3282
EMai | : psai ntan@i sco.com

Sai nt - Andre St andards Track [ Page 5]






